Selectboard Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2025
Present: Pat Harvey, Chad Richardson and Michael Teetsel

Guest Present: Kristen LaPell, Nancy Woolley, Orca media, Vic Ribaudo, Mike Mclintyre,
Terry Severy, Deb Matthews, Jon Lambert and Maya Newroot

Guest Present via zoom: Troy LaPell, Orca media, Martha, Kathryn Schenkman, Mickaela
Richardson, Lesley & Larry Straus

Pat called the meeting to order at 6:15 pm
Pat confirmed the open meeting law conformity.

Prior Meeting Minutes: Pat moved to approve the February 24, 2025 minutes with a few
minutes spelling corrections, Chad seconded, all in favor.

Approve Tobacco Substitute License for Khalsa Market (Skip Mart) Pat moved to approve,
Mike seconded, all in favor.

Sign TA-60 Annual Financial Plan for DOT Town Highway Grants Pat moved we accept
and sign, Chad seconded. All approved, document has been signed. Kristen will send to Chris
Bump at the State.

Board approval for “Ridge Road” on the Bethel Mountain Property Pat moved to approve
the name “Ridge Road”, Chad seconded. All in favor.

Approve Valley Hub Pre Grant Submission to Northern Boarders Vic Ribaudo explained
that this is a grant pre-application for a million dollars. Northern Borders (this is the correct way
of spelling) handles economic development grants for our area. If our pre-application is
competitive enough, they will come back and invite us to submit the final grant application. Pat
moved to support the submission of the pre-application; Chad seconded. All in favor.

Town position appointments: Pat went through each individual appointed position. Most all
positions remained the same apart from: Water & Sewer Assistant Operator, On-Site Wastewater
Officer, TRORC Energy Representative Alternate and the Auditors. Chad seconded each one.
All were in favor. Please see last page for updated list of appointments.

Library: Maya comes to this meeting in “desperation”. She is looking for someone to shovel the
library walkway and steps. They have had a few volunteers this winter but cannot seem to lock
anyone in “fulltime”. The trustees suggested the Town Crew clear the walkway and steps with
the agreement they will give the town the budgeted $500 for winter maintenance. Pat states the
Town Crew cannot do it; they are busy opening roads and keeping everyone safe on them. Per



Pat, we will revisit this in August with hopes of finding someone for next winter. Pat also
requests that Maya appoint one of the trustees to attend the Selectboard meetings going forward
so communication is kept open, and updates can be given.

Energy Coordinator: Jeff Gephart was not able to attend. He did send an email to the
Selectboard and office. He’s been in contact with GMP about the lighting at the charging station.
He will update us on that at a later date. Also, there is a MERP form that needs to be filled out.
Kristen will work on the details and reach out to Pat with any questions.

Repurposing High School Committee Update: Vic Ribaudo reports that the clean out of the
HS building is going well. The team of volunteers, spearheaded by Mickaela Richardson, have
filled one large dumpster, and another is coming soon. There will be a community sale on March
22" People are invited to stop by and check it out! Vic also states the review committee is
currently reviewing the RFP bids received for Construction Manager. They will be interviewing
and plan to make a decision later this week. They will get back to us to schedule another
Selectboard meeting to announce the winner.

Selectboard Report: Pat shares an email from Robert Franks, a Bethel resident. He had some
questions regarding the Bernie Sanders money and the process at the High School. Pat also has
contacted VLCT regarding a potential future vote pertaining to the High School building. She
has received some answers which lead to more questions. She will take that information and
review, if need be, she will reach out to Jim Barlow, our town attorney with further questions.

Public Comment: Mike Mclintyre would like to set a time for Hubbard Brothers to visit the
school. Pat suggested he reach out to the principal, Lindy Stetson to schedule that. Deb Matthews
weights in on the second vote for the school. She feels whether it’s the legal thing to do, it is best
practice. She states it would be good to know if the town really is behind this project and to get a
sense of the support. She encourages more informational meetings also. Pat reassures Deb she is
doing the homework with an upcoming vote. Kathryn Schenkman would like to remind the town
that we signed a purchase and options agreement and enrolled in the BRELLA program which
protects the potential buyer from any unforeseen environmental issues. So, if for some reason
something horrible is found during the PCB testing, that would give the town an off-ramp option.
Also, everything related to the construction is expected to be paid for through grants and private
donations. The only thing the town is obligated to is the operational costs during the transition
until tenet rentals help to make the building self-sustainable. She is reading something
misinformation and just wanted to put this reminder out there. Terry Severy mentions two trees
that need to come down at the “New Park™ near the fire house. He suggests before the snow
melts. It’s a busy park and we need to keep it safe for those that like to use it. Pat said they will
look into it and have it taken care of.

Pat moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:00pm, Chad seconded. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Kristen LaPell
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