Annual Town Meeting
Monday, March 3, 2025
7:00 PM
Rochester High School Auditorium

Dan McKinley called the meeting to order at 7pm. He led the assembly to join in the Pledge of
Allegiance. Dan reviewed the governance of the state law in Robert’s Rules of Order. Representative
Kirk White was present and shared the highlights of what was happening in Montpelier.

Article 1. To elect a moderator for the ensuing year. Doon nominated Dan McKinley. Seconded from
the floor. No further nominations. Dan McKinley was nominated by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to
cast one ballot for Dan McKinley to serve a 1-year term as moderator.

Article 2. To elect all Town Officers required by law:

1. Selectboard member~3-year term: Pat shared departing words to Doon, who served 18 years on the
selectboard. Doon also shared words of appreciation to the town fulfilling his position on the board and
serving with many other board members throughout those years. Nancy Woolley nominated Michael
Teetsel and was seconded by Kathryn Schenkman. Michael introduced himself and his love for the town
and opportunity to serve our community. His background involved working for Fortune 500 companies
and the clean up of contaminated sites. Michael was nominated by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to cast
one ballot for a 3-year term for Michael Teetsel as selectboard member.

2. Selectboard member~1-year term: Doon nominated Chad Richardson to fulfill the final year of Frank
Severy’s position on the board. Judy Jensen seconded the nomination. With no other nominations Chad
Richardson won by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to cast one ballot for a 1-year term for Chad
Richardson as selectboard member.

3. Town Clerk~3-year term. Martha Slater nominated Julie Smith. With no other nominations Julie Smith
won by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to cast one ballot for a 3-year term for Julie Smith as the Town
Clerk.

4. Town Treasurer~3-year term: Sandy Haas nominated Julie Smith. With no other nominations, Julie
Smith won by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to cast one ballot for a 3-year term for Julie Smith as the
Town Treasurer.

5. Lister~3-year term. Robert Meagher nominated Caroline Meagher. With no other nominations,
Caroline Meagher won by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to case one ballot for a 3-year term for
Caroline Meagher as lister.

6. Collector of Delinquent Taxes. ~1-year term. Nancy Woolley nominated Kristen LaPell. With no other
nominations, Kristen LaPell won by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to cast a ballot for a 1-year term for
Kristen LaPell as Delinquent Tax Collector.

7._Library Trustee~5-year term. Judy Jensen nominated Robin Bebo-Long. Barbara Shenton nominated
Vincent Martinez. Robin Bebo-Long won by voice vote. Dan asked the clerk to cast a ballot for a 5-year
term to Robin Bebo-Long as Library Trustee.

8. Library Trustee-1-year term: Barbara Shenton nominated Natalie Cassidy. There were no other
nominations. Dan asked the clerk to cast a ballot for a 1-year term to Natalie Cassidy for Library Trustee.



9. Trustee of Public Funds~3-year term. Sandy Pierce nominated Linda Crosby, and she thanked the town
for serving 20 plus years as a Trustee. Linda Crosby introduced herself and spoke of her long-time
involvement in Rochester serving the community and her interest to serve as a trustee. Mike Harvey
thanked Sandy for her many years of service. There were no other nominations. Dan asked the clerk to
cast a ballot for a 3-year term as Trustee of Public Funds for Linda Crosby.

6. Cemetery Commissioner~5-year term. Dan took a moment to share words written by Marvin
expressing his thanks for serving many years on the Cemetery Commission. Nancy Woolley spoke of
gratitude to Marvin for his dedicated commitment and many years of service on the commission. She
nominated Ray Harvey. There were no other nominations Dan asked the clerk to cast a ballot for a 5-year
term for Ray Harvey.

Avrticle 3. Shall the voters authorize the Treasurer to collect current taxes, pursuant to 32 V.S.A
847917 Judy Jenson moved the article. Robin Bebo-Long seconded the motion. There was no discussion.
Avrticle 3 passed.

Article 4. Shall the voters authorize payment of real and personal property taxes in four (4)
installments, with due dates being Friday, August 15, 2025; Monday, November 17, 2025; Tuesday,
February 17, 2026, and_Friday, May 15, 2026, by physical delivery to tax collector before 4:00 PM
on those dates with postmarks not accepted as proof of delivery? Judy Jenson moved the article.
Carrie Burkard seconded the motion. No further discussion. Article 4 passed.

Article 5. Shall the voters authorize total highway and general fund expenditures of $1,572,988 of
which $1,227,915 shall be raised by taxes? Lois Bond moved the article. Lesley Straus seconded the
motion. No further discussion. Article 5 passed.

Article 6. Shall the voters appropriate $52,313 towards operating expenses of the Rochester Public
Library? Linda Crosby moved the article. Jola Labejsza seconded the motion. Article 6 passed.

Article 7. Shall the voters appropriate $21,420 to continue funding recycling with North Star
Rubish Removal LLC from July 1, 2025, through June 30, 20267 John White moved the article. Judy
Jensen seconded the motion. No further discussion. Article 7 passed.

Avrticle 8. Shall the voters approve to transfer any remaining FY26 Fire Department budgeted
funds to the Fire Department Equipment Reserve Fund? Tim Crowley moved the motion. Judy
Jensen seconded the motion. No further discussion. Article 8 passed.

Article 9. Shall the voters approve the transfer of any remaining FY26 Skatespace budgeted funds
to the Skatespace Reserve Fund? Sandy Pierce moved the motion. Martha Slater seconded the motion.
No further discussion. Article 9 passed.

Article 10. Shall the voters support the White River Headwaters Pilot Project to create and leave
our kids a prosperous, deep-topsoil valley that is save from flooding, led by participating farmers,
loggers and other community members, and supported by Land Care Cooperative and LandWEB?
Kathryn Schenkman moved the motion. Judy Jensen seconded the motion. Abe Collins introduced
himself and explained his founding companies. He spoke of the resources that Wake Robin Farm and
North Hollow Farm have to grow food and allows another capacity to rapidly increase diversity in top soil
to soak in so much more water. He has implemented a new tool call the Vermont rip-sower, which that
can reduce runoff by 50%. He wants to offer the pilot project to the town to help with reduces runoff due



to flooding and to be thinking about the farmers and loggers to be the front line for security for the valley
moving into the future. No further discussion. Article 10 passes.

Avrticle 11. Shall the voters vote to appropriate the following sums as requested by these community
agencies:

Central VT Council on Aging $1,500.00
Clara Martin Center $1,033.00
Green Up Vermont $ 50.00
Orange County Parent Child Center $ 150.00
Quintown Community Center $4,925.50
Safeline, Inc $ 125.00
Tri-Valley Transport $ 650.00
VNH-Visiting Nurse Association $2,400.00
White River Partnership $ 437.00
ATRIA f/k/a WomanSafe $ 125.00

Total $11,396.00

Martha Slater moved the article. Sandy Haas seconded the motion. Kathryn Schenkman moved to amend
Quintown Community center to restore the $4,925.50 to increase the total funding to $16,321.50. Jeff
Gephart seconded the motion. Lois Bond made two points that she worked as Elder Services Director in
Massachusetts and understands and appreciates the needs of the elderly. She is also a member of Budget
and Finance and realizes how difficult it was for the committees and their requests and understands the
impact on the tax rate for people of this town. She is torn between both. She would vote no for the
increase. Brenda Goupee shared she understands the impact on the taxes but also wants to emphasize the
far fewer needs the elderly have than most of us. She said we are living in a period where things are taken
away. She said the elderly do not deserve to have anything taken away from them. She said the small
impact on our taxes, we should vote to add them back in. Tim Crowley spoke about Tri-Valley Transit
and how 2044 trips were made in Rochester in 2024 alone. He moved to amend reinstating Tri-Valley
Transit in the amount of $650.00. Dan suggested dividing the question. John moved to divide the
guestion. John Lambert spoke of the need in the community to support these services. Dan said to treat as
separate amendments doing the Quintown amendment first, voting up or down. Then will do the Tri-
Valley Transit up or down and then do the bottom line to vote on when we get back and have an amended
article. Dan asked for further discussion on the Quintown amendment. Rob Gardner asked if there was a
relationship with the cuts to the agency services and money to keep the high school heated. Doon
answered that the cuts were part of several cuts. Andrew Hudson said a simple answer to that is no. The
money to heat the high school was included in the 1,572,988 and this is a separate article. This article can
be raised, cut but would not affect the other article. Larry Plesent spoke as a board member for Park
House and felt the energy in the room was moving in the right direction. He shared as an Emergency
Director for the town we are living in uncertain times and now is not the time to cut the safety net for the
small amount of money we spend on community agency services. He proposed an amendment to restore
all agencies to their original amounts. Dan said we can only handle one amendment at a time. Robert
Meagher asked if there was a second on the amendment and said Jeff Gephart seconded the Quintown
amendment. Dan read the amended article to increase the Quintown Senior Center with an increase of
$4,925.50 for a total of the article to be $16,319.50. All were in favor. The amendment passes. Dan read
the amendment for Tri-Valley Transit to increase the article by $650.00 for a total of $1,300 for a total
16,960.50. We have a second on the amended article. No further discussion. Moved to vote. Amendment
passed. Dan read the amended article restore the original requests to $22,792.00. No further discussion.
All in favor. The amendment passes. Article 11 was read with all increases to equal $ 22,792.00. Article
was moved by Judy Jensen and seconded by Carrie Burkard. Connie Mendell agreed with the motion of
the article and wanted to honor the budget committee in an effort to cut taxes on behalf of the people. She



is very proud to be in a town that stands up for their elderly and thanked the town. No further discussion.
Article 11 passes as amended.

Article 12 To transact any other legal and proper business to be brought before said meeting. No
further discussion.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Julie Smith



