Minutes Rochester Planning Commission
February 4, 2025
Rochester Town Office and via Zoom

Present: Chair Dan McKinley, Sandy Haas; Dave Curtis; Mary Fratini; Julie White; Pat Harvey
(Zoning Administrator)

Guests: none

Call to Order: Dan McKinley called the meeting to order at 6:32pm
Permit inquiries: none

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the January meeting were approved.

Administrative Officer Report: Building and Zoning Applications
-- Village Grocery and Liquor, 67 Main Street
Replacing sign on same pole, within size regulations. Permit was approved.

-- RSUD, 222 South Main Street
Rochester Elementary School — 8°x 4’ sign, which is larger than the permitted 25 sq ft. The
permit is pending.

Flood River Corridor Regulation

At the suggestion of the Selectboard, the board discussed the possibility of adding a river
corridor protection ordinance to our town zoning bylaw or through a stand-alone ordinance from
the Selectboard. Adding the additional ordinance would make the town eligible for an additional
five percent in matching funds from the state for post-flood restoration projects—we currently
receive a 12.5 percent match. The board noted that the definition of a river corridor is different
from that of a flood plain, so adding the ordinance could affect additional parcels. The board
agreed to contact Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Planning Commission (TRORC) for more
information about: maps of the river corridor, sample language, additional administrative burden
(if any), and how the application process for river corridor funding would or would not be
different from that of flood plains.

Other business

Mary Fratini noted that Vertex has still not paid their bill to the Herald for the ad last fall, despite
being contacted monthly. The board agreed to pay the bill and continuing contacting Vertex.
Public Comment: none

Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm.

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 4" at 6:30pm
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