Selectboard Meeting Minutes
November 11, 2024
Present: Doon Hinderyckx (absent), Frank Severy, Pat Harvey

Guests Present: Kristen LaPell, Julie Smith, Nancy Woolley, Orca Media, Mason Wade, Tony Goupee,
& Walter Golub

Guests Present on Zoom: Orca, Martha Slater, Troy LaPell, Robert Frank.
Pat called the meeting at 6:14p.m.

Pat confirmed the open meeting law conformity.

Pat thanked all the Veterans today.

Pat moved to approve the meeting minutes from the Selectboard Meeting held on October 28, 2024.
Frank seconded. All in favor. So, approved.

Pat moved to approve the 10-29-2024 Selectboard Informational Meeting minutes. Frank seconded. All in
favor. So, approved

Pat made an announcement regarding the cell tower at the south end of town, which is being
applied for. She stated there will be a cell tower visibility demonstration taking place on
Wednesday, November 13 from 9 am until noon time. She read the announcement explaining if
the demonstration will raise a balloon to the height of 140°. Weather and wind conditions
permitting and in the event of inclement weather, the demonstration will be rescheduled to the
next weekday until conditions permit a successful demonstration. She left a website for those to
check on the availability by going to www.visiden.com after noon the day before to see if the
balloon will be up the next day.

Library Updates: Tony said there will be a Trustees meeting tomorrow evening at 5pm. Maya
has many programs throughout the month. They will be found on the bulletin boards, news paper
and throughout town. Frank said Bread Loaf did come over and took the siding off. Jeff was
there and said they had removed some of the cladding both below and above the mid-point line
where flashing was installed. They found there wasn’t any weather resistant barrier behind the
cladding. He said they didn’t find a header on the norther barring wall of windows. He was
expecting to see sheathing behind the cladding and in fact, there was no sheathing found. After
removing the cladding there was an open wall cavity. He said there needs to be a weather
resistant barrier that is a vapor opening to the outside. He is in the process of revising the scope
of work. He will submit this to the selectboard to determine how to proceed. He is focusing on
just the North wall, as that is the most critical and most damaged. He felt the other walls will
need similar repair as well.

Highway Department Update: Frank said they are gearing up for winter.


http://www.visiden.com/

Energy Coordinator Update: Jeff shared the Municipality Energy Resilience Programs
implementation grant awards was supposed to be provided on October 25, we are still waiting for
the State to announce the awards. There is an execution agreement due on November 24 with the
hope that we are a recipient, will give us time to respond and reach an agreement with them in
hopes since they are behind in announcing their awards. The grant amount is up to $500,000 per
town, and we had the Town Garage as well as the Town Office that were included in the energy
audit for this grant.

Public Comment: Mason was curious how the selectboard felt about the vote for the school
purchase. He was concerned about the wording on the ballot and felt it was very limited to the
voters. He said we purchased the building and then was unclear the direction next. Pat said we
don’t take possession of the building until July 1 of next year (2025). She said there isn’t a knee
jerk to make decisions in haste. She didn’t want to respond until the full board could sit down
and discuss. They will be meeting with VHI board and take it from there. She said the RSUD
will continue to heat and take care of the school throughout the winter. Mason asked if there will
be informational meetings in the future. Pat said perhaps. More to come with the selectboard.
Robert asked what the costs were to heat the school to 58 degrees last year. Pat said they didn’t
know since it was in the school budget. Robert asked if the Stockbridge taxpayers were included
in the costs of the heating. Pat answered that they were and will be until the town takes
possession in July 2025. Robert asked if the purchase of the high school included the contents
inside. He asked if there will be an auction for the contents inside. Pat said the school would own
it until the town takes possession. She said they have done some cleaning out of contents. She
said some of the usable contents were passed along to other schools in the district. She said it’s
up to the school what they want to do with the contents. Pat said it would be up to the school
board not the town.

Meeting adjourned at 6:36 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Smith



