Minutes Rochester Planning Commission
December 3, 2024
Rochester Town Office and via Zoom

Present: Chair Dan McKinley, Sandy Haas; Julie Martin, Greg White, Mary Fratini, Pat Harvey
(Zoning Administrator), Christine Meagher (via Zoom)

Guests: Deb Moore, Steve Hoffman, Alvina Risinger-Harvey

Call to Order: Dan McKinley called the meeting to order at 6:32pm

Permit inquiries - none

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the November meeting were approved as amended.

Administrative Officer Report: Building and Zoning Applications

-- Dory Davidson, 363 Mountain View Loop

She is adding a porch over existing deck; it will not change the footprint of the building. Permit
was approved.

Public Comment — limited to 3 minutes
Deb Moore, Alvina Risinger-Harvey, and Steve Hoffman all had questions and comments
regarding the possible cell tower project at 1030 Route 100 South.

Alvina submitted a letter to the Planning and Zoning Board with: suggestions for reducing the
visual impact of a possible tower and returning to the original plan of 170ft tower; concerns
about access to the site, erosion, deer yard and wildlife habitat disturbances, power lines clearing
required, road construction, and public access to mountain; and said that she would like to see
examples of the types of the road construction/improvements planned with physical samples
provided.

Deb asked for an update on the status of the project. Mary Fratini said that the board had emailed
Vertex asking for the results or a timeline for getting the results from the second balloon
visibility test and was waiting for a response. She said that the filing status at the Public Utility
Commission (PUC) had not changed as of tonight. She said documents related to the possible
cell tower project have been uploaded to the town website (http://rochestervermont.org/planning-
commission/) and a set of hard copies is available in a binder to be kept at the town clerk’s
office.

The board and guests had a discussion about the best process for getting answers to specific
questions from Vertex, including the pros/cons of inviting a representative to attend a next
meeting. No decisions were made.

Alvina said that she wanted to add questions about logging that were not included in her letter,

specifically if Vertex intended to use the cleared trees for timber or some other use, or would be
dropping them on site. She also asked if they would be using local loggers.
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Pat Harvey noted that Vertex had previously said they would put certain parts of the project out
to bid for local contractors and that they planned on building a temporary road for construction
using a removable membrane as the base, which would be removed after installation was
complete.

Deb asked if there would ever be a possibility of having a community vote on the project. Dan
noted that previous 248a projects were not put up for a vote. Mary and Greg White said that,
while the town could hold a vote and submit the results as part of the town comments, the PUC
was likely to disregard any comments that do not directly pertain to the specific criteria with
which they are concerned.

Alvina noted that she was not necessarily opposed to the project, but wanted it done to the very
best standards of care for the land and the animals that inhabit it that because it is something that

we have to pass on to our children and our children’s children.

After a brief discussion, the board agreed that the next step in the process would be when Vertex
files an actual application; as of tonight, they have still only filed the notice of intent to apply.

Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 7:03pm.

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 7th at 6:30pm.
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