
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 

September 23, 2024 

 

Present: Doon Hinderyckx, Frank Severy, Pat Harvey  

 

Guests Present: Kristen LaPell, Julie Smith, Nancy Woolley, Orca Media, Mason Wade, Lori 

Church, Ben Fallk, Dave Harvey, Terry Severy, Ashley Lucht, Susie Smolen, Deb Moore, Tony 

Goupee, Ella Harper-Schiehl 

 

Guests Present on Zoom: Orca, Martha Slater, Troy LaPell, Jeff Gephart, Sharron Solomon, 

Alexander and Shannon Wing 

 

Doon called the meeting at 6:15p.m. 

 

Doon confirmed the open meeting law conformity. 

 

Prior Meeting Minutes: Doon moved to approve the September 9, 2024, meeting minutes. 

Frank seconded. All in favor. So, approved. 

 

Free Technical Assistance to small municipalities for water infrastructure asset 

management, planning and compliance: Ashley Lucht shared with the board her role in the 

State of Vermont Department of Conservation. She is helping small municipalities to find 

funding for water systems within the community and providing free technical assistance with 

asset management planning, developing DWSRF funding applications, financial assessment and 

assistance with compliance requirements. She would be happy to help the town with advice on 

the Capital Planning and look at the budget for water and sewer. The program runs through next 

year. 

 

Approve Amendment for Capital Budget and program services between Town of 

Rochester and TRORC: Doon moved to sign the amendment allowing Two Rivers to continue 

through the end of 2024 working with the town on the Capital Plan through the MERP grant. Pat 

seconded. All in favor. So, approved. 

 

Sign Letter of Intent to participate in FY25 Better Roads Category A Grant: Doon moved 

to sign the letter. Pat seconded. All in favor. So, approved.  

 

Library vacancy appointment-Library trustees recommend Vincent Martinez: Sandy 

Lincoln stepped down as a Library Trustee, so the library made a recommendation to the board 

for Vincent Martinez to fill that position. Doon moved to accept their recommendation. Pat 

seconded. All in favor. So, approved. 

 

Park Use Application-Rochester PTO Giant Pumpkin Weigh in 10/11/2024 from 5pm-6pm: 

Doon moved to approve the park use application. Pat seconded. All in favor. So, approved.  

 



Sign USDA CDS SF 424D form: Doon moved to sign the document for the Congressional 

Directed Spending form. Pat seconded. All in favor. So, approved. This is a required form for the 

High School grant. 

 

Library Updates: Tony shared that Maya has put together many upcoming events that are 

posted all about. Frank updated the board about the north end of the library building. He said he 

was in contact with Bread Loaf who will be out to assess the siding. 

 

Highway Updates: The crew continues to stockpile winter sand.  

 

Energy Coordinator Updates: Jeff will be present at the Town Garage and Town office on 

Tuesday for the Level 2 Energy Audit. He said the application for the grant was due on Friday. 

He would like to meet with the board should the report come in in time before Friday to go over 

and the report and get the boards approval for submitting the application for MERP. The board 

said they would be available when the time comes. 

 

Public Comment:  

Alexander and Shannon Wing asked to receive the full Orca recording on August 12th. They 

listened to that meeting, and it was cut off prior to the discussion about the pent road removal on 

Jones Mountain Road. Julie will reach out to Orca to see if they may have the discussion to 

share. They also request since they didn’t receive notification by certified mail to be given 

additional time for the gate removal request. Frank said that was fine and that we will send a 

certified letter. They would also like to be guests at the next selectboard meeting to revisit the 

class 4 road on Jones Mountain Road. They feel the length is misrepresented and the milage is 

incorrect with regards to the boards previous meetings. Board asked for any information to 

support their dispute to please share prior to the meeting it would be helpful.   

 

Lori Church commented her thoughts and feelings about the proposed cell tower and the 

placement and how that will affect her partner Sharron Solomon who is sensitive and developed 

an injury to Electro magnetic frequencies, a radiation sickness. She investigated the town plan 

and PUC. She said the plan speaks to why the proposed cell tower plan should not happen. She 

said we have missed the window to have a really good conversation on the proposed tower. She 

is hoping the town will intervene and petition. Sharron came up with three-U’s as a reason not to 

have the proposed tower and they also fit with the town plan. The proposed cell tower is 

Unnecessary, Ugly and Unhealthy. UNNECCESSARY because we have landlines in the area 

supported by multiple carriers (shown on page 35 of the town plan). There’s AT&T in the 

Federated Church steeple, so there is cell coverage and then there’s a lot of internet options. She 

said they are UGLY. Takes away from the beauty of the state, as shown on page 16 of the Town 

Plan. Lastly, its UNHEALTHY. There are a lot of factors to why its unhealthy. The natural 

resource protection of wildlife is factored in on page 16. She made many references from the 

town plan. She asked the board to consider. Pat asked which board she is referring to. Lori said 

either the Planning Board or the Selectboard. If this is filed, we have 30 days to comment. She is 

willing to do any leg work to get the message out. 

 

Ben Falk read his message in disagreement of the proposed cell tower.  

 



Deb Moore asked about the 30-day notice for the cell tower hearing and wanted to know how 

she would be made aware. Board said it would be publicly warned.  

 

Sharron Solomon spoke on the balloon testing for the proposed cell tower and if they could 

create the test with more than one ballon and show the height and width of proposed tower. 

 

Ella Harper-Schiehl made a public statement that she is working as a Prevention Consultant with 

the Vermont Department of Health and wanted to share the agency is working with state 

substance abuse as well as early intervention and adult prevention programs. She handed out 

cards and said to share. She can be reached at the office number: 802-295-8835 or by email at 

ella.harper-schiehl@vermont.gov . 

 

Mason wanted to follow up with the board about the awarded mowing contract and remind them 

about the robotic mower.  

 

Susie Smolen asked if signs could be placed to slow down traffic on School Street.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:29 pm 

Board went into executive session to discuss employee issues. Board exited executive session at 

8:55pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Smith 
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